SARAL/AltiKa has been approved by CNES on Dec 2005. It is essentially an altimetry gap filler mission between ENVISAT and Sentinel3. It is an innovative mission (Ka altimetry, new reasearch applications on coastal oceans, ice and continental waters) with rather consolidated architecture from conventional altimeter.

In May/Jun 2006, CNES & CSIRO (India) proposed to embark AltiKa payload with ARGOS3 on a new platform (SSB) currently developed by ISRO. CNES-ISRO agreement was signed recently a tentative launch date is end of 2009. SARAL/AltiKa data will be treated through the multimission ground segment SALP/SSALTO/AVISO and in ful coordination with other altimetry missions.

SARAL/AltiKa is seen by agencies as a complementary mission flying during the reference mission JASON2-OSTM. It is a part of the observing systems the outcomes of which contribute to operational oceanography systems such as MERCATOR and GMES Marine Core Servies. 

EUMETSAT should be in charge of NRT products processing, archiving and distribution to users outside India. 75% of the NRT/OGDR data taken shall be made avalaible to the users within 3 hours from acquisition.

