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Dear  

 Dr Hui Wang, Director General of NMEFC of SOA,  

 Ms Yue Chen, Deputy Director-General of International Cooperation Department of 

SOA, 

 Dr Yihong Duan, President of the Chinese Academy of Meteorological Sciences of 

Chinese Meteorological Administration; 

 

Dear Colleagues, Friends and Guests, 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you on behalf of Dr Fraser Davidson, co-chair GODAE 

OceanView Science Team (GOVST), Kirsten Wilmer-Becker, Program Officer of GODAE 

OceanView, and myself to the fifth annual meeting of GOV. 

As many of you know but especially for the benefit of our colleagues and guests, GODAE 

OceanView is the successor of GODAE (1998-2008) which was a very successful international 

effort to demonstrate the feasibility of operational oceanography and ocean forecasting. 

Since its inception in 2008, GODAE OceanView has pursued a broad agenda with the goal of 

advancing operational oceanography through international cooperation and coordination of 

research efforts. At the very heart of GODAE OceanView are the collaborative and personal 

work relationships among many of us gathered here in this room and of those who can’t be 

here today but who we are representing.  

GODAE OceanView also brings together scientists from research institutions and operational 

agencies. Together with the IOC/WMO Joint Technical Commission for Oceanography and 

Marine Meteorology (JCOMM) we aim to provide a seamless path from research to 



 

 

operational implementation and applications that benefit many maritime sectors based on a 

Blue Economy1, including the sustainable use of our oceans. 

This meeting could be characterised as a meeting of “change”. Firstly, we will discuss the 

Strategic Plan of GODAE OceanView (2015-2020) which is likely to change the way we will 

work together under GODAE OceanView in the future. The Strategic Plan, if adopted by the 

GOVST and our Patrons, will also change the way we interact with the rest of the global 

scientific community. Although I regard these changes as being developmental rather than 

revolutionary, I would hope that they will produce even more tangible results than the first 

five years of the existence of GODAE OceanView. The Strategic Plan aims to provide the 

rationale and paths for further improving and progressing operational oceanography on a 

global scale. 

Secondly, this meeting also represents a transition in key personnel. Sadly, we lost some of 

our closest colleagues in the last 12 months and we also had some of our colleagues leaving 

GODAE OceanView to focus on the next stage of their career beyond GODAE OceanView. Dr 

Pierre Bahurel will pay tribute to these colleagues and friends later this morning. 

Finally, and on a more positive note, I would like to thank our hosts from the National 

Marine Environmental Forecasting Center (NMEFC) of the State Oceanic Administration 

(SOA) in China. I would like to especially thank Drs Hui Wang and Dakui Wang for organizing 

and hosting this meeting. 

In closing, I would like to welcome our Patrons, including its chair, Dr Paul DiGiacomo, all 

GOVST members and guests to what promises to be a very exciting meeting which will 

define the future of GODAE OceanView for some years to come. 

 

Thank you! 

 

                                                 
1
 Wikipedia: The Blue Economy: 10 years - 100 innovations - 100 million jobs is a book 

by Gunter Pauli. The book expresses the ultimate aim that a Blue Economy business model will 
shift society from scarcity to abundance "with what we have", by tackling issues that cause 
environmental and related problems in new ways. The book highlights potential benefits in 
connecting and combining seemingly disparate environmental problems with open-source 
scientific solutions based upon physical processes common in the natural world, to create 
solutions that are both environmentally beneficial and which have financial and wider social 
benefits. The book suggests that we can alter the way in which we run our industrial processes 
and tackle resultant environmental problems, refocusing from the use of rare and high-energy 
cost resources to instead seek solutions based upon simpler and cleaner technologies. The book 
aims to inspire entrepreneurs to adopt its insights, by demonstrating ways in which this can 
create economic benefits via job creation, reduced energy use, and more revenue streams from 
each step of the process, at the same time benefiting the communities involved. 'The Blue 
Economy' is presented in 14 chapters, each of which investigates an aspect of the world's 
economies and offers a series of innovations capable of making aspects of those economies 
sustainable. [1] [2] 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunter_Pauli
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Blue_Economy#cite_note-Paradigm_Publications-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Blue_Economy#cite_note-The_Blue_Economy_on_Google_Books-2

